
 

 
 
 

	
CLASS	AFLOAT	UNIVERSITY	PROGRAM		

	
In	partnership	with	Acadia	University,	a	leading	Canadian	undergraduate	university,	our	students	are	
enrolled	at	Acadia	University	through	their	distance	learning	department,	Open	Acadia.		Class	Afloat	
University	students	may	choose	two	or	three	Open	Acadia	courses	from	a	list	of	select	Arts	and	Science	
courses.			
	
All	university	courses	are	facilitated	and	tutored	aboard	the	ship	by	Class	Afloat	faculty.		
	

• Courses	offered	through	Open	Acadia	vary	each	academic	year.		A	typical	selection	includes:		
	

o BIOL	2663:	Marine	Biology	
	

o ENGL	1413:	Writing	and	Reading	Critically	
	

o ECON	1013:	Microeconomic	Principles	
	

o ECON	1023:	An	Introduction	to	the	Study	of	Macroeconomics	
	

o CODE	1013:	Foundations	of	Leadership	Theory	and	Practice	
	

o SOCI	1033:	Introduction	to	Sociology	–Social	Problems	
	

o COMM	1213:	Communications	I	
	

o PSYC	1013:	Introduction	to	Psychology	–	Experimental	Area	
	

o NUTR	1503:	Contemporary	Issues	in	Nutrition	
	

o GEOL:	General	Oceanography		
	

• Class	Afloat	signature	courses	“Sociology	of	Community”	and	“Maritime	Studies”	(Recreation	Leadership	
12)	are	taken	by	all	Class	Afloat	University	students	and	high	school	students	alike.	These	courses	make	
further	use	of	our	environment	and	port	visits	for	learning	and	reflection.	
	

• Open	Acadia	Credits	are	transferable	to	all	major	Canadian	universities	and	colleges,	as	well	as	most	US	
and	International	post-secondary	institutions.		
	

• Class	Afloat	faculty	provide	structured	tutoring	and	support	in	a	class	setting.		
	

• Opportunities	to	participate	in	“citizen	science”	research	initiatives.		
	
	



 

 
 
 

	
BIOL	2663:		

This	course	will	teach	you	about	the	oceans	of	the	world,	what	lives	in	them,	how	they	function,	how	they	
are	important	to	humans	and	our	impact	on	them.	Everywhere	in	the	ocean,	there	is	life.	For	all	its	vastness,	
the	ocean	is	fragile	and	humans	need	to	know	far	more	about	it	before	we	damage	it	beyond	repair.	In	this	
course,	you	will	experience	the	vastness,	study	the	complexity,	and	observe	the	fragility.	

Topics	include:	

• Geological,	physical,	and	chemical	characteristics	of	the	oceans	
• Develop	an	ability	to	use	the	equipment	required	to	sample	the	physical,	chemical,	and	biotic	

characteristics	of	the	ocean	
• Become	familiar	with	the	life	in	the	sea,	how	to	recognize	organisms,	and	how	humans	impact	these	

organisms	
	
From	geological	history	to	the	intricacies	of	the	ocean	ecosystems,	this	course	will	help	you	develop	a	broad	
understanding	of	marine	biology.	
	
CODE	1013	
	
A	theoretical	and	experiential	investigation	of	leadership	and	group	dynamics	for	professional	and	
voluntary	settings.	Emphasis	is	given	to	the	application	of	theory	for	effective	leadership	of	groups	and	
organizations	within	a	community	development	context.	In	this	course,	you'll	explore	both	the	theory	and	
practice	of	leadership	with	the	goal	of	becoming	a	more	effective	and	self-aware	leader.	

Topics	include:	

• Leadership	theories	and	styles	
• Human	development,	group	dynamics,	communication	
• Conflict	resolution,	facilitation,	and	mediation	

	
As	the	course	progresses,	you	will	begin	to	examine	your	own	leadership	style	and	start	to	develop	a	road	
map	for	your	journey	as	a	leader.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 

 
 
 

ECON	1013		
	
An	introduction	to	the	following	questions:	How	do	markets	work?	When	do	markets	successfully	allocate	
resources?	What	causes	markets	to	fail	and	what	can	be	done	about	it?	How	do	firms	make	production	
decisions?	What	results	from	firms	having	market	power?	In	this	introductory	course,	you'll	explore	how	
economic	agents	such	as	consumers,	firms,	industries	and	governments	interact	in	the	thing	known	as	the	
"economy."	

Topics	include:	

• Basic	tools	of	economic	analysis	
• Supply	and	demand	
• Market	structures	
	
You'll	become	familiar	with	the	basic	tools	of	economic	analysis	and	see	how	these	tools	can	be	used	to	
provide	a	better	understanding	of	key	microeconomic	concepts.	
	
	
ECON	1023	
	
The	national	accounts.	The	measurement	of	macroeconomic	indicators.	The	determination	of	aggregate	
employment	and	output	in	the	short-run,	the	long-run	and	the	very-long-run.	The	monetary	system	and	
monetary	policy.	The	balance	of	payments	accounts	and	exchange	rate	determination.	Stabilization	policies	
and	policies	to	promote	economic	growth.	

The	course	will	challenge	you	to	think	about	everyday	news	from	an	economic	perspective.	For	example,	
what	exactly	is	inflation	and	why	is	it	always	in	the	news?	Why	does	the	Canadian	dollar	fluctuate	and	how	
do	these	fluctuations	impact	the	economy?	How	do	government	expenditures	or	interest	rate	changes	
influence	economic	activity?	

Topics	include:	

• GDP	
• Interest	rates	and	inflation	
• Government	spending	and	taxes	

	
You'll	become	familiar	with	basic	tools	of	macroeconomic	analysis	and	how	they	can	be	used	accurately	
and	objectively.	
	
ENGL	1413	
	
This	course	introduces	students	to	novels,	plays,	and	poems	from	the	twentieth	century	and	earlier.	This	
course	will	develop	creative	and	analytical	skills	and	will	provide	students	with	strategies	for	writing	
clearly	and	persuasively.	
	



 

 
 
 

COMM	1213	
	
Development	of	the	basic	skills	needed	for	effective	communications.	Communication	theory	is	introduced.	
Grammar	and	sentence	structure	are	taught.	Emphasis	is	upon	developing	an	effective,	concise,	direct	
writing	style.	Students	also	learn	the	appropriate	techniques	and	formats	for	writing	reports	and	letters,	
and	how	to	plan	and	deliver	oral	presentations	and	speak	in	public.	The	textbook	can	be	ordered	online	
from	Amazon:	please	be	sure	to	use	ISBN:	9780132385688	

This	introductory	course	will	develop	the	skills	you	need	for	effective	communication	in	professional	
environments.	

Topics	include:	

• Assessing	your	audience	
• Crafting	professional	emails	and	instant	messages	
• Planning,	organizing,	and	writing	proposals	and	reports	
	
You	will	develop	your	critical	thinking	and	your	ability	to	write	clearly,	concisely,	and	professionally	in	a	
variety	of	business	contexts.	
	
GEOL	1033	

Offshore	and	deep-water	oceanography,	emphasizing	an	interdisciplinary	approach	and	including	
geological,	biological,	physical	and	chemical	aspects.	History	of	oceanography;	exploration	techniques,	
instruments	and	vessels;	origin	of	oceans	and	ocean	basins;	physiography	of	the	ocean	basins;	deep-sea	
sediments;	continental	drift,	sea-floor	spreading	and	plate	tectonics;	marine	volcanism;	waves,	tides	and	
ocean	currents;	climatology	and	sea-level	changes;	marine	ecology;	marine	resources.		

When	viewed	from	space,	the	Earth's	surface	is	predominantly	covered	by	water.	In	fact,	71%	of	the	Earth	
is	covered	by	an	ocean.	This	course	examines	and	explores	this	part	of	our	planet,	focusing	on	the	physical,	
chemical	and	biological	features	of	the	world's	ocean.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 

 
 
 

NUTR	1503	
	
The	basis	of	food	selection	for	health.	The	course	stresses	evaluation	of	personal	nutrient	intake,	especially	
carbohydrate,	fat,	and	protein,	in	relation	to	needs	for	active	living,	weight	management,	and	chronic	
disease	prevention.	Issues	will	be	discussed	within	a	contemporary	context.	Open	to	non-nutrition	
majors	only.	

In	this	introductory	course	designed	for	non-Nutrition	majors,	you'll	explore	the	role	of	nutrition	in	health.	
In	the	course,	you'll	study	both	the	science	of	nutrition	and	how	it	can	be	applied	to	planning	and	achieving	
a	healthy	diet.	

Topics	include:	

• Major	functions,	sources,	and	potential	problems	associated	with	micronutrients,	macronutrients,	
water,	and	fiber	

• Calculating	BMI,	energy	contribution,	and	energy	requirements	
• Canada's	food	guide	and	differentiating	between	reliable	and	unreliable	information	
	
You	will	also	gain	awareness	of	the	nutrition	and	dietetics	profession,	as	well	as	reliable	sources	of	
information.	
	
PSYC	1013	
	
An	introductory	survey	of	psychology	with	emphasis	on	basic	processes,	including	perception,	learning,	
biological	bases	of	behavior,	cognition,	and	basic	research	methods.	
	
SOCI	1013	
	
This	course	introduces	sociological	concepts,	principles	and	approaches	through	a	focus	on	issues	of	
relevance	to	Canadian	society	such	as	political	economy,	aboriginal	rights,	ethno	cultural	diversity,	and	
immigration,	among	others.	

This	course	will	introduce	you	to	the	discipline	of	sociology	through	a	focus	on	Canadian	Society.	

Topics	include:	

• Key	concepts	and	theories	of	sociology	
• Social	structures,	deviance,	and	sexuality	
• Social	inequality	
• Social	institutions	

	
Through	this	course,	you'll	develop	a	critical	understanding	of	Canadian	society	by	carefully	considering	
the	interplay	between	sociological	concepts	and	your	individual	experience.	
 
	


