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Welcome to VIU

You’ve got goals, and we’ll help you reach them.

At VIU, we encourage you to explore your passions and interests and
develop them into a rewarding career or further studies. Our learning
environment empowers you to get the most out of your education.
The VIU student experience includes:

small class sizes

dedicated, attentive, award-winning faculty

« exceptional undergraduate research opportunities
collaboration with many community partners

Our personalized approach prepares you for success in the
workforce and gives you the skills and confidence to make
a positive impact everywhere you go.




Students and visitors receive a warm welcome in the
Hul’qumi’num language of this region’s First Nations people:

“Hay ch ga’sii’em siy’yu mukw mustimuxw —
Thank you respected ones of this place.”

The Vancouver Island University community acknowledges and thanks
the Snuneymuxw, Quw’utsun’, Tla’Amin, Snaw-naw-as and Xwkwa’luxwum
First Nations on whose traditional lands we teach, learn, research, live
and share knowledge. We also acknowledge the three language groups
on Vancouver Island: Coast Salish, Nuu-chah-nulth and Kwakwak’wakw,
and their respective communities, as well as Métis Nations and Aboriginal
organizations on Vancouver Island.



Life on the
West Coast

Experience the Island

Vancouver Island is one of the most beautiful
places on Earth. When you live here, your
options for fun and adventure are limited only
by your imagination! You have easy access

to outdoor activities like kayaking, rock
climbing, hiking and beach trips. Ski and surf
adventures are less than a day of travel away.
You can also enjoy dining, live music, theater,
museums, galleries and Indigenous cultural

experiences in the nearby communities.

Explore on your own or join one of the
activities offered through VIU’s Outdoor
Recreation department.
viu.ca/campus-rec

Being active and engaged in the local
environment can help students who are new
to Canada or to the community with cultural
adjustment. Join Cultural Connections’ Road
Trips activities and discover Vancouver
Island’s vibrant communities, local cultural
events and attractions.
world.viu.ca/cultural-connections
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Student
population

12,000 20+

StUdentS institutions

12% Indigenous

12% international

employers offering
work-integrated-learning
opportunities

780

course-based
research training

experiences for
undergrads O
121

research projects
that involved
community

partners




Bachelor’s degrees

86% employment rate
(79% related to studies)

Employment Apprenticeship
rates after 90% employment rate
graduation (87% related to studies)

Diplomas and
Certificates

88% employment rate
(86% related to studies)

Trades — Vocational
and Foundational

82% employment rate
(75% related to studies)
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Student life

Start the year out right.
Get involved.

Students who take part in at least

one extracurricular activity enjoy a
more fulfilling university experience.
Participating in campus life outside the
classroom can lead to new friends and
rewarding experiences. From student
clubs to special events to working

on campus, there are many options
available at VIU. We encourage you

to join an activity, event or student life
program that interests you.
viu.ca/events-calendar

VIUSU supports more than 100 student
clubs! viusu.ca/clubs

Scan for more ideas about how
to get involved on campus.
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Undergrad
research
opportunities

VIU alum Misha Zvekic was the
lead author of a paper on the
effects of light on microplastics.
The paper, published by the Royal
Society of Chemistry, was based
on research Misha began as

an undergrad at VIU.

“It feels so great to finally get it
published because some of this
work is from the first chemistry
project that | was able to work
on at VIU with the help of a VIU
REACH Award,” Misha says.

Misha Zvekic | Nanaimo, BC




Learn beyond
the classroom

Gain valuable work experience.

Most degree and trades programs offer
practical experience in work settings
through internships, field schools, co-ops
and practicums. viu.ca/cel

Meaningful undergrad research.

At VIU, many undergraduate programs
offer opportunities to engage in high-
level, pertinent research. To see more on
VIU research, check out the Scholarship,
Research and Creative Activity site.
research.viu.ca

Exciting opportunities to travel and
study abroad. Education abroad
programs, including field schools,
exchanges and internships, help to
prepare you for an interconnected world
and competitive economy. VIU offers
learning experiences in more than

25 countries. viu.ca/education-abroad

Many of these activities can qualify for
credit on your Co-Curricular Record.
Your Co-Curricular Record is your non-
academic transcript. It includes paid

and volunteer experiences. The Office
of Co-Curricular Engagement and
Learning helps students build meaningful
connections, develop leadership skills
and achieve personal growth through
activities and events on campus and
within the community.
viu.ca/co-curricular



Many VIU programs
offer practical
experience through

internships, field
schools, co-ops
and practicums.




Scan for more info about
VIU teams, game schedules,
recruitment and student
recreation opportunities.

We are all
Mariners

At VIU, #WeAreAllMariners. As a
Mariner, you can experience meaningful
connections, wellness and personal
growth through sport and recreation.
We invite you to wear VIU blue and
cheer on our teams at home games, use
our gym and weight room facilities, or
make friends at intramural tournaments
and outdoor recreation excursions.

Decorated
athletics program

The VIU Mariners varsity athletics
program is one of the most decorated
programs in the Canadian Collegiate
Athletics Association (CCAA) and British
Columbia’s PACWEST Conference.
Highlights from 2021-22 include:

. fourth consecutive women’s volleyball
national championship

- provincial title for men’s basketball

« national silver medal for women’s
basketball on home court

ccAaAa GACSC

Men’s and women’s varsity teams
compete in soccer, basketball and
volleyball. For coach contact information
visit mariners.viu.ca/information/
directory/index

Students can also join club teams in:

« hockey « badminton
- baseball - golf
- spirit (dance/cheer) « swim



Not sure what to study?

Explore your options

It's okay if you're not sure what to study. At VIU you can explore what you think you'd like to do.
Here you can discover what field of study ignites your curiosity and which of your interests might
lead to a great career.

You can choose a field of study based on your...

Interests — What do you enjoy doing?

Values — What do you believe in?

Passions — Which of your interests are you most excited about?

Abilities — What are you able to do? (Don’t worry if you're not an expert at it!)

Talk to a Recruitment Officer

VIU Recruitment Officers are here to answer your questions and help you narrow your interests
to a program that feels like a fit. They’re approachable and super helpful.

viu.ca/contact-us connect@viu.ca




Academic and

Career Preparation

Certificates

Aboriginal University Bridging
Adult Basic Education

Cooperative Entrepreneur
Training Program

English as a
Second Language

Workplace Essential Skills
Training Program

Scan to find
. programs details
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“From day one, it felt like a place | belonged and E X P O

could thrive in. Going from high school into university
is definitely stressful and scary and induces a lot of
anxiety, so having people you can learn from and Exploratory University Studies
who have gone through the same feelings as you
makes you feel less alone.”

Talela Manson | Snuneymuxw First Nation, BC

! E Scan to find
§ Programs details
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Art, Design and

Performing Arts

Degrees

Graphic Design
Interior Design

Visual Art

Diplomas

Technical Theatre

Theatre

Visual Art
Find freedom of expression
Enigye “Happy” Amarkah tackles big ideas with his
art. He’s done a large painting on racial and cultural
diversity, sculptures on unity, and a light display in
the VIU theatre for the 2SLGBTQ+ community.
He likes to find a medium that will express each
subject in a way he and his audience can connect to.
Happy Amarkah | Accra, Ghana
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Business

Degrees

Bachelor of Business
Administration

(.‘.
¢ & 1 Accounting
\ Economics
Financial Services

Human Resources
Management

International Business
Management
Marketing

Certificates

Business Fundamentals for
Indigenous Communities

Business Management
Event Management
Office Administration

Kickstart a successful career

After graduating with an MBA, Sandipan Debnath
secured work in business development with a US-
based tech startup. The coursework in the program
prepared him to succeed in his career.

“Subjects like Corporate Social Responsibility and
International Human Resources provided in-depth
knowledge about the global marketplace, managing
a culturally diverse workforce and the importance of
following ethical business practices.”

Scan to find
programs details

Sandipan Debnath | Bangladesh, India



Education

Degrees

Education
Kinesiology

Post Baccalaureate
Degrees

Education

[=]
[=]

Scan to find
programs details

A passion for inclusivity

When Brant Cartwright graduates, he plans to work
in the Vancouver area as a teacher and eventually
earn a master’s degree in special education

He wants to learn “how to integrate students living
with disabilities in the classroom better.” In the
meantime, Brant is developing an adaptive clothing
line, Inclusive Clothing. He hopes the company will
provide jobs for people living with disabilities.

Brant Cartwright | Grimshaw, AB




Access nature for wellness

Bachelor of Science in Nursing student Ashley
Sandhu chose VIU because she wanted access

to nature. Ashley works for the Thrive program

as a student wellness promoter. She says the
relevant work experience combined with outdoor
opportunities give her a good life balance and have
helped her become more well-rounded.

“I've grown a lot in a short amount of time.”

Ashley Sandhu | Vancouver, BC

Health

Degrees

Nursing

Diplomas
Dental Hygiene

Practical Nursing

Certificates
Community Mental
Health Worker

Dental Assistant

Health Care Assistant
Hospital Unit Coordinator

Medical Device
Reprocessing Technician

Scan to find
programs details
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Human Services Ry

Degrees 4

Child and Youth Care
Social Work

Diplomas

Early Childhood
Education and Care

Social Services

Certificates

Education Assistant and
Community Support

service career

After Leanor Hampton graduated from the Bachelor
of Social Work program, she went to work for
Kw’umut Lelum Child and Family Services as a
Le’lumilh Resource Social Worker. Leanor enjoys
connecting with caregivers and finding safe homes
for children with families that care about supporting
First Nations children and youth.

Scan to find Leanor Hampton | Snuneymuxw First Nation, BC

i, programs details
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Discover research opportunities

When fourth year Psychology student, Emmerson
Pollard saw there was “next to no research...that
examines the close romantic relationships of
firefighters,” she saw an opportunity to explore some

of her favourite interests: interpersonal relationships,
high-stress occupations and resilience. She launched
a study, A Love-Heat Relationship: An Analysis of
Relationship Satisfaction, Stress and Resilience in
Firefighters, that will be a foundation for future
research for Emmerson.

Emmerson Pollard | Nanaimo, BC

Degrees

Bachelor of Arts
Anthropology
Creative Writing
Digital Media Studies
Economics
English
Geography
Global Studies
History

Indigenous Studies /
Xwulmuxw Studies

Journalism
Liberal Studies
Mathematics
Media Studies
Philosophy
Political Studies
Psychology
Sociology

Studies in Women
and Gender

Criminology

Certificates

Addiction Studies
Legal Studies

Professional Indigenous
Lands Management
Proficiency in Language
and Culture

(=] pi =]
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Degrees

Bachelor of Science
Aquaculture
Biology
Chemistry
Earth Science
Geoscience
Mathematics
Psychology

Computer Science

Natural Resource Protection

Diplomas

Computer Science
Engineering Transfer
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Forest Resources Technology

Integrated Engineering
Technologist

Resource Management
Officer Technology

Certificates

Engineering Transfer

Professors committed
to your success

Bachelor of Science student Emily Mahony hopes

to go into the field of neurology. Her VIU professors
are helping her realize her goals. “They are all
approachable and want to help and see you succeed.”
Emily learned about computational chemistry,
teamwork and communication when she interned

with a professor, and another professor helped her
overcome her test anxiety.

Emily Mahony | Parksville, BC




Tourism, Recreation

Combine academics
with positive change

Demetria Rounis has combined her studies in

the Tourism Management Program with other
interests. She’s been involved in the pageantry
community and she volunteers with Hand-in-Hand
Intergenerational Storytelling project, a Volunteer
Nanaimo initiative that connects volunteers with
seniors to help them document memories.

“We have so many great organizations here

and people creating purposeful change.”

Demetria Rounis | Nanaimo, BC

and Hospitality

Degrees

Hospitality Management
Tourism Management

Diplomas

Hospitality Management

Recreation and Sport
Management

Tourism Studies

Certificates

Wine Business

Other

Culinary Arts Bridging

Scan to find
'-@ programs details




Trades — Industrial

Programs

Automotive Service
Technician

Carpentry
Electrician

Fundamentals of Forest
Harvesting Practices

Heavy Equipment Operator

Heavy Mechanical Trades —
Foundation - %

e

Motorcycle Mechanic and

Marine Technician '
Power Engineering /
Process Operator 4t" Class I I
' 'r . \

Refrigeration Air
Conditioning Mechanic y |

Welding

Make industry contacts m———

At age 36, Matt Baillie returned to VIU for welding.
“Being a tradesperson has changed my life. | chose
VIU because its trades programs are the best in
British Columbia, and the teachers who came from
industry have industry contacts. | had multiple job
offers before finishing school!”

Matt Baillie | Nanaimo, BC

programs details

o
"l F Scan to find

- :f



Trades — Services

Diplomas

Baking and Pastry Arts
Management

Culinary Management

Information Technology
and Applied Systems

Systems Administration
and Networking

Web and Mobile
Development

Certificates

Culinary Arts
Esthetics and Spa Therapy

First Nations Housing
Manager

Hairstylist Foundation

Horticulture Technician
Foundation

Professional Baking
and Pastry Arts

Prepare for work in the field

Bogdan Pyasta wants to develop recipes one day.
He chose VIU because the Culinary program
produces high quality chefs. “I really appreciate the
variety of classes, from meat-cutting to cooking for
the VIU restaurant to preparing desserts. It feels like
a well-rounded curriculum, preparing us for work in
the field.”

Bogdan Pyasta | Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine E Scan to find

- programs details
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The steps to becoming a student

Read and act on all
communications from
Admissions including
submitting supporting
documents to complete
your application.

Choose a program and review
all admission requirements
and deadlines.

Submit an application through
Education Planner BC. Opens
on October 1.

Applications open:
October 1

OoCT IN[OAYS DEC JAN FEB MAR

These steps are

smitamal (5 } .................... Apply for scholarships I Apply'/ fot on-campus [ TS
and awards. The deadline housing if you want to live
may be helpful.
to apply is March 30. in student residences.

The deadline to qualify for
viu.ca/financial-aid-awards . I
first-year priority is May 1.

residences.viu.ca/how-apply

The application deadline for
many programs is March 31.




Register for courses on the
registration date provided.

[ Wait to receive an admission
decision and details on your
next steps, including how to Pay tuition deposit. ]
accept your offer and when

l to pay your tuition deposit.

First day of classes:
September 6

Meet with an Educational Apply no later than If you need support

Advisor to discuss your June 30 for student loans from VIU’s Accessibility

educational plan while you Services, connect with

wait for your registration date. S I EEe) them 6-8 weeks before

. . . the start of semester.
viu.ca/advising

viu.ca/accessibility-services

Apply now!
Scan to visit the
application website




Admissions information

General admission requirements Transfer students
» graduation from a BC secondary school If you have completed post-secondary courses
or equivalent at other institutions you may be eligible to receive
« minimum “C” grade in either English Studies 12 transfer credits. Once you have applied, you will
or English First Peoples 12 need to submit current official transcripts from all
previous institutions you have attended. You may
Bachelor of Science need to submit course outlines or syllabi for
» general admission requirements assessment. Transcripts will be evaluated once
-« minimum “B” grade in either Pre-calculus 12 official documents have been received.
or Principles of Mathematics 12
. Some majors and minors require specific high Mature students
school science courses. If you’re 21 or older you can enroll in university

programs without high school completion.
Bachelor of Business Administration

- general admission requirements Upgrading options
« Pre-Calculus 12 or Foundations of Mathematics 12 VIU’s Adult Basic Education department offers
with @ minimum “C” grade (or equivalent) or C+in equivalencies for English 12 or English 12
Pre-calculus 11 (or equivalent) First Peoples. Assessment testing opportunities
« Students with only Pre-Calculus 11 must are also available.
upgrade with MATH 151 or MATH 065 during
the first semester. Free supports with Pathways
If you need to take Adult Basic Education (ABE) or
Exploratory Studies English as a Second Language (ESL) courses to meet
» general admission requirements the entry requirements of a program, you may qualify
for free supports. The Pathways to Post-Secondary
Trades Program will work with you to create an individualized
« graduation from a BC secondary school, learning plan that includes:

or equivalent

« Ifyou're 19 or older, or you’ll turn 19 in the first
two months of the program, you can apply in the
mature student category.

« coursework tailored to your goals
» academic support
« community

International Baccalaureate and

Advanced Placement Program

« higher level IB courses with grades of 5 or better,
and/or APP courses with grades of 4 or better,
may be eligible for introductory-level University
course credit.

« A maximum of 30 credits will be awarded for
IB/APP courses.

See program web pages
for complete admission

) about Pathways
requirements for each program

[=]: ] 4 .
E Scan for more information
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BC and Alberta

Course equivalencies

BC Alberta
English 12 or ELA 30-1
English 12 First Peoples

Pre-Calculus 12 Math 30-1
Pre-Calculus Math 11 Math 20-1
Foundations of Math 12 Math 30-2
Foundations of Math 11 Math 20-2
Apprenticeship and Workplace Math 12 Math 30-3
Apprenticeship and Workplace Math 11 Math 20-3
Anatomy and Physiology 12 Biology 30
Life Sciences 11 Biology 20

Chemistry 12

Chemistry 30

Chemistry 11

Chemistry 20

Physics 12

Physics 30

Physics 11

Physics 20

equivalencies

Grade letter equivalencies

Location A =] C+ C C- F
BC/YT 86-100 73-85 67-72 60-66 50-59 <50
AB/NT 80-100 70-79 65-69 50-64 <50

IP/AB equivalencies

Grade A+ A A- B+ B B- C- F
IB Points 7 6 5 4 - 3 2 1
AP Grades 5 4 - - 3 2 - -

Scan for more about
provincial equivalencies



Example first
year budget

Expenses

Tuition

BA tuition $4.798
BA total fees* $5,644
Carpentry tuition $3,838

Carpentry total fees*  $5,081
Other expenses to consider

Housing (on-campus) $4,800 to
$8,100

Books & supplies $1,500
Transportation $750

Food Varies

*Total fees include tuition along with the
Student Activity, Student Services, Students’
Union and Health Insurance fees.

Need help
paying for
school?

Paying for your studies can be challenging, but it’s
worth the investment. From the higher earnings you
can make over your lifetime to the increased career
options open to you, education is an expense you'll
benefit from for years.

Student loans and grants

When you apply for a student loan, you are automatically
considered for grants. BC students will also be
automatically assessed for BC Access grants. Other
provinces have similar programs.

Scholarships

Be proactive — start now!

Learn what school funders want to see on scholarship
applications. Many funders look for students who are
active in their communities. Look for opportunities to
support your community and build leadership skills
through extra-curricular activities.

VIU entrance scholarships

VIU awards $3.5 million in entrance scholarships,
awards and bursaries each year. And we offer a single
application for these awards.

Other scholarships

There are many other scholarship opportunities out
there. We've put together a list on the Financial Aid and
Awards website to help you find a funding opportunity
that’s a good fit.

E E For more information
visit the Financial Aid
E_ and Awards website.
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Apply your
knowledge

with Co-op

Nina Gill worked part-time with
VIU’s Information Technology
department while she earned a
Computer Science degree. She told
her manager she wanted to explore
working in cyber security, and her
manager created a co-op position
that allowed her to do that.

“This co-op position showed me that
I’'m not doing this degree for nothing,
it will be applied somewhere.”

Nina Gill | Nanaimo, BC




Support when you ned it

At age 15, Emma Salisbury
suffered a stroke that caused a
brain injury. The VIU Accessibility
Services department makes sure
she has extra time for her exams.

“It’s a game-changer for me.
Taking an exam is already so
stressful, just knowing you have
the time you need really lowers
your stress levels.”

Emma Salisbury | Surrey, BC

Student support

While post-secondary education can be rewarding,

it can be a confusing adventure for some and an
intimidating process for others. VIU offers a variety of
services to help you with academic or personal concerns
as you explore your career and educational goals.

Educational Advising

Nanaimo viu.ca/advising | 250.746.6410

Cowichan cc.viu.ca/student-services | 250.746.3509
Powell River pr.viu.ca/advising | 604.485.2878

Assessment and Exam Invigilation Services
viu.ca/assessments | 250.740.6276

Accessibility Services

viu.ca/accessibility-services | 250.740.6446

Support and accommodation for students with
documented disabilities

Other Services

Library viu.ca/library
Writing Centre viu.ca/writing-centre

Math Learning Centre viu.ca/math-centre

Learning Matters

Learning Matters is a website dedicated to student
success. Find your path at learningmatters.viu.ca.

Student Affairs

Student Health Clinic viu.ca/health
Counselling Services viu.ca/counselling

You can find more resources for students at
viu.ca/student-affairs

Visit the Learning Matters
website for more information.




Elders-in-Residence

Elders are an important resource at VIU. They provide
counselling, support and guidance to all students.
They are also involved in classroom instruction,
teaching traditional protocols and language, and
cross-cultural sharing.

Services for Aboriginal
Students (SAS)

SAS Educational Advisors provide culturally
appropriate supports and can help you with career
exploration and course planning. They can help you
find and apply for funding, and they can connect you
with other resources at VIU and in the community.

Shqg'apthut —
A Gathering Place

Shg'apthut is a beautiful space that Indigenous
students often consider their home away from home.
You can work in this space, grab a snack, connect
with other students, attend cultural events, and seek
supports from SAS Advisors, Indigenous Education
Navigators and VIU Elders.

Indigenous Education
Navigators

Indigenous Educator Navigators are here to

connect you to supports, help with course planning
and provide advocacy and cultural connections.
Navigators also work with your Nation to build positive
relationships that will help you succeed in your
educational journey.

Visit the SAS website
for more information.

d




Housing and
campus food

A smooth transition
to university life

At VIU’s student housing, you'll find friendly study
communities, and the staff plan lots of fun activities.
If you need guidance or support, you can connect
with the Community Leader for your area.

Food on campus

Dine at two cafeterias on campus with fast, convenient
and flexible choices. Meal plan options are available.
The Nanaimo campus has a Starbucks, a Subway and
a Student Pub.

The Grocery Shuttle is a free bus service to the supermarket
twice per week for students living in student housing.

First year priority
VIU prioritizes space in student housing for all first-year students.

Apply by May 1to qualify for priority.

Off-campus housing

VIU provides support in finding housing off-campus as well.
services.viu.ca/housing/off-campus-housing

Sample layout of Traditional Single rooms

Sample layout of Modern Double (left)
and Modern Single (right) rooms

Wardrobe

3 pc. bathroom

Wardrobe

for more information.

Visit the Residences website J




Dylan Rolanda Francesca Jordan Rob

Bachelor of Arts in Bachelor of Arts in Bachelor of Arts in Bachelor of Arts in Bachelor of Tourism
Criminology, 2018 History, 2003 English, 2011 Criminology, 2018 Management in Recreation
and Sport, 2006

The VIU Recruitment Team

We are all proud former VIU students who now use our knowledge and passion for the
institution to help students explore our programs and services. Helping you find your best
fit for university studies and the services to be successful is what we do. We look forward
to connecting with you.

EE Questions?
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Questions?

Contact a Recruitment Officer
connect@viu.ca

Sl

ViU

Nanaimo Campus

Toll-free: 1.888+920.2221
Tel: 250.753-3245

Email: connect@viu.ca
viu.ca

Cowichan Campus
Tel: 250.746-.3500
viu.ca/cowichan
Powell River Campus

Toll-free: 1.877.888-8890
Tel: 604.485.2878
viu.ca/powell-river

Parksville Centre

Tel: 250.248.2096
viu.ca/parksville




